
Most of the accomplishments in the wildlife areas this past winter  

involved some kind of weedy tree or shrub removal.  These  

projects were completed in five different county wildlife areas from 

December to April. 

 

To prevent interrupting other outdoor activities, these projects were not started until late  

December.  The first project was located in Babcock Woods and was the first phase of an 

exotic, invasive species eradication.  This project consisted of cutting and treating all of the 

larger multiflora rose, exotic bush honeysuckles, exotic barberry, and common buckthorn. 

These exotic shrubs were cut at ground level with a chain saw, and stumps were treated with 

herbicide to kill the root system.  The next phase will be using a backpack sprayer to apply 

herbicide to the smaller exotic shrubs and seedlings which have germinated.  The removal of 

these invasive species will allow more space and sunlight for the native seedlings and  

wildflowers.  Many of these exotic species have no natural enemies or predators to keep 

their populations in control and can spread and overtake the natural plant species.   

 

The next project was a thinning project in Plum Creek Wildlife Area.  This is a 

successful 1988 tree planting in which tree seed (nuts and acorns) were 

planted instead of tree seedlings.  Most of the trees are now 2 to 5 inches in 

diameter and 10 to 20 feet tall and need more space to grow.  The best trees were selected  

every 30 to 50 feet apart.  The competing trees with canopies touching these selected (crop) 

trees were removed.  A chainsaw was used to remove the competing trees, which 

will create more space and allow more sunlight to reach the selected best trees.   

 

Another project completed this winter was at Cedar River Wildlife Area.  This 

project involved removing all the encroaching weedy trees from the windbreak planted 

along the north fence line.  The windbreak was originally planted with five different shrubs 

and cedar trees.  The shrubs and cedars are doing well, but Siberian elm and boxelder had 

invaded these rows and were starting to shade out the shrubs and cedars.  These weedy trees 

were cut and treated with herbicide to prevent resprouting.       

                   Continued on page 2. 
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Do you have an ambitious outdoorsman?  Springbrook State Park offers a camp  

especially for young men ages 12 - 15 years old.  The camp offers topics on wildlife 

conservation, dog training and selection, pheasant hunting, .22 rifle shooting,  

muzzleloading, archery, shotgun shooting, furharvesting, waterfowl hunting, game 

care/handling, gun cleaning and turkey hunting.  The Department of Natural  

Resources sponsors this camp along with Pheasant Forever chapters all across Iowa.   
 

The camps are offered June 18 - 20 and August 1 - 3 near Guthrie Center in SW 

Iowa.  Lodging is provided in a dormitory.  The cost of camp can be deferred by the 

local Pheasants Forever Chapter.  Please contact Mike Hyde at 319-276-3029 for 

more information. Contact the BCCB office at 319-882-4742 for an application.                   

 For the girls, visit http://www.iowadnr.gov/oj/index.html or e-mail:  

                                         outdoorjourneyia@yahoo.com. 
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Web Sites  
These are provided 

for information only 

and not endorsed by  

Bremer County. 

 

http://www.butler -

bremer.com/web/ 

kladage/home.htm 

Check out these  

amazing photos from 

local photographer,  

Kip Ladage! 

 

http://www.  

yearofthefrog.org/ 

or 

http://www.  

amphibianark.org/ 

yearofthefrog.htm 

Learn about 2008  

being the year of the 

frog.   

 

http://www.iowadnr.

com/wildlife/ 

diversity/ 

frog_toad.html 

Learn about Iowaôs 

frogs. 

 

http://www.windows

.ucar.edu/ 

citizen_science/ 

budburst/ 

Become involved in 

reporting data that can 

inform us about 

changes in bloom 

times for plants. 

 

www. 

greenschool 

project.com 

Get your school or 

other nonprofit  

organization started in 

ink jet/laser printer 

cartridges or cell 

phone recycling and 

raise money! 

Hunting and Conservation Camps  

Wildlife Areas, contõd 
At the Ringneck Wildlife Area, all of the volunteer trees were removed from the 

open prairie areas since trees are considered weeds in a prairie.  Silver maple, 

boxelder, elm, and willow trees were cut and the stumps were treated to prevent 

resprouting.   
 

The most recent project was at the North Cedar Wildlife Area.  This 

involved locating all of the best oak and walnut trees and removing 

the competing trees around them.  A chainsaw was used to cut or 

girdle the competing trees.  This thinning should allow more space and sunlight for 

the selected oak and walnut trees resulting in healthier and faster growing trees.    

 

All in all, we are trying to provide more opportunities for wildlife to find food and 

shelter within our wildlife areas. No matter which practice was implemented, all of 

these areas and wildlife will benefit from the work that has been completed. 

After three months of evening and after school meetings (many of which were  

canceled or rescheduled), one Janesville and nine Waverly-Shell Rock high school 

students attended the regional Envirothon competition in Waterloo on March 6.  The 

competition tests students on wildlife, forestry, aquatics and soils.  Each team  

consists of five high school students that work together to answer 25 test questions 

on each topic.  The Black Ducks team included Bryce Meier, Chelsie Thompson, 

Mike Reiher, Blake Burkle and Kaitlyn Carlson.  The Goldeneyes team consisted of 

Debra Zelle, Carson Kramer, Seth Engelbrecht, Jason Schmidt and Kyle Johnson.  

Justin McRobie was an alternate member of the team.  Heather Gamm, Bremer 

County Naturalist and Dave Carlson, W-SR high school Agriculture and Natural 

Resources Instructor coached the teams.   
 

The Goldeneyes placed 4th out of 56 teams and will advance to the next level.  The 

Black Ducks JUST missed the cutoff and will not be able to advance to state.  Both 

teams did an excellent job and we are glad they put forth such a good effort. 

Envirothon Team Competes  
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Woodland  

Wildflowers 

 

Woodland wildflowers 

only bloom in the spring 

because that is the only 

time enough sunlight 

reaches the forest floor.  

Check out a guide book 

at your local library or 

stop by the Conservation 

Board to check one out.   

The end of April or early 

May is the best time to 

observe these flowers.  

So grab your dog and 

head out on the trails at 

Cedar Bend, Babcock 

Woods or any other local 

woodland.  But please, do 

not pick or transplant 

wildflowers. 

 

The plant 

at left is  

Wild  

Geranium.  

It has many 

other common names as 

well.  It blooms April - 

June and stands 2 feet 

tall.  The flower varies in 

color, but usually is a 

shade of rose or lavender. 

The plant was once used 

to treat a toothache.     

 

This plant is called Green 

Dragon.  The flowering 

part branches off from 

the main stem.  The 

lower part 

is wrapped 

in a green, 

tube-like 

spathe.  

From this, 

a spadix 

extends 

upwards 

and is up 

to 8 inches long.  It  

resembles a breath of fire 

that a dragon might  

exhale, hence its name.  

It blooms April - May.   

Nestwatch is a new citizen - science pro-
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology has developed NestWatch: a new citizen - science 

program all about watching feathered families go about their business, from  

courtship to raising young. This program introduces birding and simple scientific 

inquiry to families, children, retired adults, to people of all ages and skills. It was 

developed by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology in collaboration with the Smithsonian 

Migration Bird Center and is funded by the National Science Foundation. 

Participation is free and you can sign up right now at www.nestwatch.org 

to be ready when nest building begins in the spring.   

The Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is looking for adventuresome 

volunteers to take part in the 6th annual Project AWARE (A Watershed Awareness 

River Expedition) river cleanup and water quality monitoring initiative. 
 

This yearôs river cleanup expedition will tackle about 87 miles of the Winnebago, 

Shell Rock, and Cedar rivers from June 14 ï 21, 2008. The route will launch from 

Mason City and float through Rockford, Marble Rock, Greene, Clarksville, and 

Shell Rock before landing in Cedar Falls. Volunteers participate by floating the 

river in a kayak or canoe and cleaning up river trash along the way. While the 

expedition lasts an entire week, volunteers may stay and help for as little or as long 

as they like. 
 

Project AWARE combines river cleanup, recreation, and education into a 

meaningful and rewarding experience for volunteers. Past participants have said 

that AWARE is one of the greatest ways for someone to connect with nature and 

make a difference in protecting it.  
 

In the five-year history of Project AWARE, the expedition has sported an 

impressive track record, enlisting 863 participants who have cleaned up over 400 

river miles and 4 different lakes, and removed 1,000 cubic yards of trash, of which 

85 percent was recycled. Volunteers have also restored native prairie, renovated 

trails, and enhanced recreational areas. 
 

While the work can be tough and dirty, 

the expedition is really one of a kind.  

ñItôs a lot of fun. The people are amazing. 

When you can get people to take a 

vacation just to pick up trash, thatôs 

something.ò said Don Propst, a Project AWARE veteran. 
 

Project AWARE is an initiative of the DNRôs IOWATER, Water Trails, and 

Keepers of the Land programs.  For more information on this event and to 

download the registration materials, please visit www.iowaprojectaware.com 

or contact Project AWARE by email at iowater@iowater.net or phone at (319) 

335-1761. 

Project A.W.A.R.E. Canoe Float  

www.nestwatch.org
http://www.iowaprojectaware.org/
mailto:iowater@iowater.net
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Spring Wapsi  

Snapshot 
 

Be on the lookout for 

volunteers on local 

bridges!  During the 

early morning hours 

of Saturday,  

May 17th,  

keep your eyes open 

for water quality  

volunteers near the 

Wapsipinicon 

River.  The seventeen 

sites in Bremer 

County are just a 

small stretch of the 

snapshot.  The  

IOWATER program 

coordinates with  

conservation groups, 

volunteers, and 

county conservation 

boards to sample the 

entire Wapsie from 

the Minnesota border 

to where it empties in 

the mighty  

Mississippi. During 

the spring sampling, 

nitrates are the non-

point water pollution 

issue we are  

especially interested 

in.  Our return rate for 

snapshot volunteers is 

nearly 100%, but if 

you would like to 

learn more about  

water quality, weôre 

sure many of the  

volunteers would  

welcome an extra 

hand at their bridge 

site.  For more  

information, contact 

Heather Gamm at  

(319) 882-4742. 

Park Fees  Waverly Rail 

April 19, 2008  

8am - noon 

 

Volunteers will be asked to help clean up 

the Waverly Rail Trail.   

 

For more  

details contact: 

Tab Ray -  

Director of  

Leisure  

Services 

 

City of  

Waverly, Iowa 

319-352-6263 

Parks are scheduled to open by May 1.  

Wednesdays are free camping nights in all 

four parks. 
 

North Woods Park -  $8.00 per night 

Sumner             $10.00 with electricity 
 

Alcock Park - Frederika 
 

Cedar Bend Park -  

NW of Waverly  
 

North Cedar Park -   

east of Plainfield 

The 3 parks above are all: 

$9.00 per night   $12.00 with electricity 
 

Firewood donation of $2.00/bundle requested. 

Crane Count - April 19, 2008  

The International Crane Foundation (ICF) in Baraboo, Wisconsin is sponsoring the 

33rd Annual Midwest Sandhill Crane Count in Bremer County on April 19.  The 

count is used to monitor the general population trend of sandhill cranes in the Upper 

Midwest, as well as promoting awareness of cranes and wetland conservation.  You 

are invited to participate! 
  

In 2007, volunteer counters tallied 19 sandhill cranes in the early morning hours in 

Bremer County.  Many of the cranes are found around Sweet Marsh near Tripoli as 

well as along Plum Creek and the Wapsipinicon River.  If you are interested in 

taking part, we have a video that can train you.  You will need to watch the video to 

learn how to identify sandhill cranes by sight and sound. A survey site will be 

assigned and you will receive observation forms.  On April 19, you will be required 

to be at your site from 5:30 am - 7:30 am in order to witness any cranes feeding, 

flying or calling.  Itôs awesome to see the natural world awaken! 

Shelter Reservations   

The Bremer County Conservation Board has seven shelter houses in four  

different parks that can be reserved for many occasions.  These shelters have picnic 

tables, electricity, and most have drinking water nearby.  The fees are $5.00 / half 

day (10 am - 4pm or 4pm - 10pm) and $10.00 / day.  The amphitheater at Cedar 

Bend Park can be reserved for $5.00.   

Please reserve by contacting the person listed below for the appropriate park. 

Cedar Bend Park   Leonard Schmidt 319-352-9162 

North Cedar Park   Velda Lillibridge 319-276-3333 

North Woods Park   Karen Tyrrell 563-578-1717 

Alcock Park   Lucille Bergmann 319-275-4354 
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Best times to Fish and View Wildlife  
By Guest Writer, Arley Hahn  

Ever wonder. . . 

why cattle that are laying down all get up at one time and start grazing? 

 why birds all come to a bird feeder at once, feed and then seem to disappear? 

 

People live their lives by a clock, but wildlife is under the  

influence of the weather.  In addition to living by the weather, 

wildlife also lives totally by the barometer.  I have been  

watching the barometer and moon phases for over 35 years while 

fishing at Sweet Marsh near Tripoli.  I catch and release 1200-

1500 largemouth bass (12 inches or longer) per year!   

 

To find the best days and times, check in any hunting or fishing magazine.  These do 

work, but you have to remember daily conditions override all other conditions. 

Lunar periods are ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT.  When the moon is overhead or 

under foot (on the other side of the earth/opposite of us), thatôs when ducks and 

other birds are most active. Some other conditions to 

consider are dawn and dusk.  This is when nocturnal 

animals are active as well as diurnal (day-time)  

animals.  How many times are you driving down the 

road and see roadkill?  This will always happen 3 

days before a full moon and 3 days after.  Your moon 

phases are best connected to wildlife in the spring 

and summer months.   

 

Fishing conditions to look for in the spring are sunny days that warm up the water.  

The opposite is true in the summer, so cloudy days are preferred. High noon and 

heat of the day will lead to bad fishing conditions in the summer time.  Fish will be 

less active when the water temperature reaches 75 degrees and above.  Other  

conditions to watch for are wind/no wind, a high humid day/low humid day and low/

high barometric pressure days.  Therefore, low barometric pressure or rainy/stormy 

weather is more ideal than blue, sunny days.  A falling barometer is always good. 

 

Remember all wildlife activity is in slow motion.  ñBe patient.ò ñBe patient.ò ñBe 

patient.ò  On days that you can get more of each of these conditions at any one time, 

you will see more wildlife!  For more information, visit www.primetimes2.com.   

Free Fishing  

Weekend 

June 6 - 8, 2008 

 

Iowaôs free fishing 

weekend is the first 

full weekend of 

June this year.  No 

license is necessary 

anywhere in Iowa 

June 6 - 8th, but all 

other regulations 

apply.   

 

Check out one of 

our local Bremer 

County  

Conservation areas! 

 

Plainfield Lake - 

1370 Badger Ave.  

(just north of the  

4-way stop in  

Plainfield on old 

Hwy. 218 ) 

 

Avenue of the 

Saints Lake and 

Recreation Area 

2371 Atlas Ave. 

(2 miles SW of 

Waverly, south of 

the Highway 3 and 

218 bypass) 

Frederika Womenôs Club 

For donating $20 for an environmental education program 
 

Julie Mitchell - NRCS 

For teaching the Envirothon students about soils and conservation programs 
 

Bob Sanders & Ricky Smith 

For donating 1 bag ñBuck Bustersò food plot seed 

THANK YOU!  


