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Glancing Back At 2006 
By Sue Neuhaus 

 

Glancing back at 2006, the year brought 
 a few changes.  Among some of these changes in-

cluded the requirement of  
obtaining a permit for window 

 replacement projects and applying for a permit to 
construct a deck,  

regardless of the height above grade. 
 

The International Residential Code was also  
reviewed for some code changes as well 

as the 2005 National Electrical Code, that 
requires building foundations to be used 
as part of the grounding electrode sys-

tems.    
 
2006 also brought about a 

decline in new housing.  As 
you can see in the construction activity re-
port, (see page 2), new homes were down 

from 2006.  Of the jurisdictions included in 
our report there were 91 new homes in 2005 

with only 73 in 2006. 
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In September of 2006, our department 
hired a new employee,  Justin Schroeder. 

Justin is a Wartburg College  
student who comes to work  

approximately 10 hours a week.  His du-
ties include the scanning process of our 

files onto the  
main frame. We are finding out what a 
wonder asset he is to our office.  Wel-

come Justin.  
 
(See Page 2 for Graph) 
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SITE PLANS  
By Randall  Mc Kenzie  
 

 

 

Construction documents with application for 
permits need to  include  a site plan.  The site 
plan needs to show the size and location of 

any new construction and any existing  
structures along with the distances to lot 

lines.  The required setbacks or distances to 
lot lines cannot be verified and approved 

unless the inspector has access to lot pins.  All 
lot pins must be in place and accessible for a 

footing inspection to be  approved.  
 

We are asking that all forms be set and all  
reinforcement steel be in place and supported 

for the footing inspection to be approved.  
This allows the inspector to verify the loca-
tion of the grounding electrode which is re-
quired to be embedded in 

the foundation footing.  
 

A building permit that has 
been approved and issued, 

includes an orange  
inspection card.  The card 

should be signed by the inspector as each in-
spection is done.  The orange card should be 
posted adjacent to the door or opening being 

used for access to the project.  The general 
contractor is encourage to use the card to 

track required inspections.  
 

There is a time to let things 
happen  

 and a time  
 to make things happen.  

 

  Valuation 2006 

# of New 
Dwellings 
in 2006 

# of New 
Dwellings 
in 2005 

Bremer County $6,122,496.00 26 29 

Denver $498,660.00 2 3 

Janesville $0.00 0 1 

Readlyn $827,225.00 4 3 

Tripoli $525,072.00 2 3 

Waverly $8,525,035.00 39 52 

Total 16,498,488.00 73 91 

New  
Construction 
Residential 
New Bld  stor-
age sheds  ga-
rages, etc.) $2,137,101.00    

New  
Commercial 
Bldgs $37,552,306.00    

Total of New 

 Construction $39,689,407.00    
Residential  
Remodel & 
Repairs $1,864,864.00    

Commercial  
Remodel & 
Repairs $11,891,227.00    

Total of  
R & R $13,756,091.00    

Total  
Valuation of 
All Bldg 
 Permits $69,943,986.00    

Glancing Back At 2006 From Page 1 
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Building Department Receives ISO Rating of 4  
       By Doug Bird  

 
 

The Insurance Services Office, Inc  (ISO) Building 
Code Effectiveness Grading Schedule (BCEGS)  

assesses the building codes in effect in a 
particular community and how the community 

enforces its building codes, with special 
emphasis on mitigation of losses from  

natural  hazards. 
 

The concept is simple: municipalities with well -
enforced, up-to-date codes should demonstrate 
better loss experience, and insurance rates can  

reflect that. The prospect of lessening catastrophe-
related damage and ultimately lowering insurance 
costs provides an incentive for communities to en-
force their building codes rigorously ñ  especially 

as they relate to windstorm and flood damage.   
 

The anticipated upshot: safer buildings, less  
damage, and lower insured losses  

from  catastrophes.   
 

The BCEGS program assigns each municipality a 
BCEGS grade of 1 (exemplary commitment to  

building -code enforcement) to 10. ISO develops 
advisory rating credits that apply to ranges of 

BCEGS classifications (1-3, 4-7, 8-9, 10). ISO gives 
insurers BCEGS classifications, BCEGS advisory 
credits, and related underwriting information.   

 
ISO began implementing the program in states 

with high exposure to wind (hurricane) hazards, 
then moved to states with high seismic exposure, 

and then continued through the rest of  
the country.  

 
Any community with a classification other  
than 1 has many incentives to improve its  

classification, including:  
 

        

 
¶ the prospect of reduced injuries and loss of   
      life,  reduced property losses, and reduced    
       economic   and social disruption caused by    
       catastrophes 

 
¶ the prospect of lower insurance rates on   
      buildings  constructed after the community   
      improves its classification  
 
¶ pride and professionalism of   
      the community building department to be    
      the best it can be  
 
¶ good public policy  
 

By using and adopting the most current  
editions of the building codes the building  

department will be able to maintain or  
improve this rating in future years.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

     

     

ñH um an beings,  
by changing the inner attitudes  

of their minds,  
can change the  

outer aspects of their lives.ò 
 

William James 

CODE BOOKS 
By: Sue Neuhaus 

 

Several of you have called our office  
inquiring about purchasing code books.  

 If you visit the web site at:  
www.constructionbook.com  

then you can go to any of the links provided.  
You may also order by phone at  

1-800-253-0541  
or by fax at  

1-800-647-7233 



 
 
 
 

SAFETY ON THE JOB SITE 
 
By Boyce Thompson  
 
 

BEFORE THE PROJECT TEAM COULD  
VISIT THE JOBSITE,  

 we were subjected to a safety briefing in a  
conference room. We would be expected to wear 
hard hats and safety gear on the site at all times. 
If we witnessed any unsafe conditions, we were 

expected to report them to the supervisor  
immediately. We were welcome to attend 
monthly safety meetings. Oh, and just so  

everyone was aware, it was this builder's goal 
that everyone who worked on this job would  
return safely to his or her family every night.   

 
All this before a bunch of tender -palmed execu-
tives could do a preconstruction site walk? The 

only thing in the Las Vegas ground was a bunch 
of sticks with flags marking the boundaries of 

BUILDER'S fantasy show home. Yet we all 
trudged around in the gray rubble in our  protec-

tive attire, nothing overhead but the glaring 
noonday sun, thinking about our next shoe 

shine.  We got the message, though: 
 

 Pardee Homes cares about jobsite 
 
 

SERIOUS BUSINESS  
 

Pardee is one of a growing cadre of  
progressive builders that really take jobsite 

safety seriously. We all know from experience 
that many builders don't. When we sent a  

photographer out to visit jobsites in Texas and 
Florida with a list of potential OSHA  violations, 

he had no problem getting all the photos we 
needed in short order. Panic spread through the 

jobsites, though, as workers yelled that an  
OSHA inspector was present. 

 
Many builders treat jobsite safety like highway 

drivers treat the speed limit: They don't pay  
any attention until they get caught. Some will tell 

you safety isn't their responsibility ñ that duty  
belongs to the subcontractor who hired the labor. 
Others believe safety regulations are overkill that 
adds unnecessary cost. They say it should be up 
to workers to decide what they want to do; it's 

their health on the line.  
 

Builders that rigidly adhere to safety programs 
say they pay back in lower insurance premiums, 

reduced likelihood of lawsuits, and old -
fashioned peace of mind. The NAHB, which 

campaigns vigilantly for safety programs, says 
the programs result in 36 percent fewer accidents 
and can save between $4 and $6 for every dollar  

invested. 
 

The paybacks are about to get even greater. 
OSHA has set a goal of reducing workplace  

fatalities by 15 percent by 2008 by enforcing fines 
and assisting in compliance. Plus,  

insurance companies are increasingly  
investigating builder safety records before  

writing policies.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST THINGS FIRST  
 

Safety programs must begin before the bidding 
process so that subcontractors can factor in the 

associated costs. Shea Homes investigates  
subcontractor safety records before the subs are 
allowed to bid. Before they bid Pardee's work, 

trade partners receive safety standards that  
become part of their contracts. These include  
attending mandatory safety meetings every  

10 days. 
Continued on Page 5 

  

 

 4 



Safety On The Job Site from Page 4 

 
Pardee documents safety violations and sends 

them to the trade contractor's principals, who have 
15 days to respond with action plans. Village 

Homes of Colorado fines its trade contractors for 
violations and rewards them for following safety 

guidelines. During daily safety walks, Shea's  
supervisors give out stickers for practices such as 
tying off a ladder; sticker winners enter monthly 
drawings for $100.  Training is an integral part of 

the program among progressive builders. Pardee's 
supers conduct safety meetings at the beginning of 

each bu ild ing p hase and  hold  w eekly òtoolbox 
talksó w ith crew  chiefs. 

 
Shea provides free 10-hour and 20-hour OSHA 

certification classes for the supervisors of its trade 
partners. Shea will do the same for its own 

 employees, too. 
 

MAKE NO MISTAKES:  
 
 A commitment to safety needs to come from the 
top. Employees and trade contractors alike will  
ignore bosses who give lip service to safety by  

putting up safety posters and then disregard the 
need to provide training or equipment. Which is a  
tragedyñ because every week, somewhere in the 

United States, someone is killed on a home  
building job. Though the industry has made  

substantial strides toward safety in recent years, 
working on new -home construction remains one  

of the deadliest occupations around. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Up Coming Events  

 
 

February 27, 2007 
 7:00PM   

a public forum will be held  
at the  

Waverly Civic Center. 
 
 
 

The purpose of this forum  
is to give all contractors  

a chance to review  
the proposed 2006 Codes. 

 
 
 
 
 
               

We encourage  
everyone to attend.  

 
 

ñFrom  w hat w e get,  
we can make a living;  

what we give,  however,  
m akes a lifeò 

 
Arthur Ashe  
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       City of Waverly  

Annual Permit Renewals 
By: Jason Passmore 
 

 

OPEN BURNING PERMITS  
City of Waverly ordinance allows for burning of 

yard waste on parcels that are greater than ½ acre 
in size.  A permit is required each year and can be 

obtained from the Public Works Office in City 
Hall.  An Open Burning Permit allows for burning 
of yard waste such as grass clippings, leaves, tree 
branches, etc.  Burning of garbage or construction 
material is prohibited on all properties.  There is 

no fee for an Open Burning Permit. 
 
 

HOME OCCUPATION PERMITS  
 

City of Waverly ordinance  
requires that  owners of home-based businesses 

apply to the City each year for a Home Occupation 
Permit.  The purpose of the Home Occupation or-
dinance is to provide for the peaceful co-existence 

of home occupations in residential zones.  The 
Public Works office will be mailing renewal appli-

cations in February to business owners who ap-
plied for a permit in 2006.  They will also mail ap-
plications to potential home -based  business own-
ers who are new to Waverly or who did not apply 

for a permit in 2006.  There is no fee for a  
Home Occupation Permit.  

 
 

 

If you have questions 
 about either of these permits, 

please contact  
Jason or Connie 

 in the  
Waverly Public Works Department  

at 
(319) 352-9065  
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Speeding Up The Process  

By: Sue Neuhaus 

 

It w onõt be long and  Sp ring w ill be here  
before we know it and construction projects 

will be in full force.   
 

As a department we want to review applica-
tion, issue permits, and mail them out in a 

timely manner.  In order to do this we need 
your help.  Some of the following items that 
slow down the permit issuance process are:  

 
¶ Making sure that your certificate of insur-

ance is up to date.   When renewing your 
policy be sure you or your insurance com-
pany sends us an updated copy.  

 
¶ If you have a post office box number, be 

sure to include that in the space provided 
on the application.  

 
¶ Having all applications submitted at the 

same time of the project with the  
      contractors  signature. 
 
¶ Building permit applications require a site 

plan.  The site plan should include distance 
to lot lines and the proposed location of the 
new construction.  

 
¶ Building permits applications for new 

homes require building plans.  The plans 
need to include floor plans, footing &  

      foundation plans, wall cross sections,   
      amount of insulation, window type,  
      location, size and U-values.  
 
We try our best to do inspections as soon as a 
request has been made.  But sometimes our 

schedules are booked up.  So as a reminder we 
are asking that all request for inspections be 

made at least 24 hours in advance.  



 
 
 
 
 
S P A R K Y õS  C O R N E R  

By: Brent Buls  
 

FYI  On Electrical  
 

Concrete Encased Electrode  
or òU fer G rou n d in gó  

 
In 2006 we began implementing the Ufer Ground 
which uses the footings of a building or dwelling 
as part of the grounding electrode system. In the 

past a rebar or a copper grounding electrode 
conductor was connected to the outside rebar of 
the footing and then stubbed into the building 
through the basement floor. For the most part 

this has worked with the exception of some elec-
trodes being cut off or buried during the con-

struction process.  To try and eliminate this prob-
lem, in 2007, we will require that the electrode or 
electrode conductor be brought from the footing 
up through the foundation wall into the sill area 
of the structure. There it will need to be sleeved 
and identified that it is not to be cut or removed. 

Our office will be working with contractors to 
initiate this change. 

 
 

Service Equipment  
Disconnecting                                              

Means Location  
 

The NEC requires that the service disconnecting 
means shall be installed at a readily  

accessible location either outside of the building or 
structure or inside nearest the point of entrance of 

the  
service conductors. 

 
T here isnõt a sp ecific d istance or m easu rem ent 

given for this requirement. Please remember the 
nearest point of entrance might not be the most 

convenient when designing services 
 

 
Working Space About Electrical 

Equipment  
 

For new installations or when  
 replacing equipment such  

as water heaters,  
water treatment,  

furnaces, gas or electrical, the 
working space around the elec-
trical equipment may need to be 
addressed. The minimum clear-
ance around a service panel with 
a nominal voltage to ground of 0 -150 volts is the 

w id th of the equ ip m ent or 30ó w hichever is 
greater and  a step  back clearance of 36ó. In exist-
ing dwellings the only exception is the height re-
qu irem ent of 78ó can be red u ced  for equ ip m ent 

that does not exceed 200 amps. This is a life 
safety concern for any persons working on or 

needing to access electrical equipment.   
 

 
   

 

     

 
People become really quite re-

markable when  
they start thinking  

that they can do things.  
When they believe in themselves  
they have the first secret of suc-

cess.  
 

Norman Vincent Peale  


